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The Literacy Workshop: Where Reading and Writing Converge

A Guide to Supporting Learners in Any Setting

Welcome! We’re glad you found your way to this resource. Since the pandemic began 
in March 2020, we’ve been working together to reimagine an integrated literacy 
workshop for ALL learning contexts. Whether you are teaching face-to-face, remotely, 
or in a blended learning format, this guide is designed to give you helpful tools and 
actionable tips. Our aim is to support you in seamlessly planning and implementing the 
components and structures found in our book The Literacy Workshop in the way that 
works best for your students. We know you are busy, so we’ve kept this online guide 
brief, focused, and to the point. To that end, most of the resources are designed as 
handy checklists to guide you in implementing the different suggestions. We’ve divided 
the guide into three sections: 

● Part I: Teaching Tools
● Part II: Student-Friendly Resources
● Part III: Family Support Resources 

To help you integrate the resources in this guide with the information in our book, 
you’ll find a quick roadmap on the next page. Once you’re oriented, the table of 
contents will be your starting point. Simply read the description of each resource and, if 
you think it will be helpful, turn to that section. The HELP! icon found here or in the 
linked documents will refer you back to the specific pages in The Literacy Workshop 
where you can read more. The beauty of an online resource is that we can update, 
revise, and change it as we learn together. So, check our YouTube Channel now and 
then to see what’s new. Thanks for joining us on a literacy workshop journey!

Karen and Maria

©2020 by Maria Walther and Karen Biggs-Tucker from The Literacy Workshop: A Guide to Supporting Learners in Any Setting. May be photocopied for classroom use only. 

Click the image to view introduction to guide.

https://www.stenhouse.com/content/literacy-workshop
https://www.stenhouse.com/content/literacy-workshop
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHCXVQHvbBAdRiJJwp5Ed8w/featured?view_as=subscriber
https://www.litcup.net/
https://www.mariawalther.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eI67-vn8p50
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A Roadmap to Using this Guide with The Literacy Workshop

©2020 by Maria Walther and Karen Biggs-Tucker from The Literacy Workshop: A Guide to Supporting Learners in Any Setting. May be photocopied for classroom use only. 

The Book The Guide

PART 1: Exploring the Landscape of 
Literacy Workshop

Chapter 1: Framing the Literacy Workshop

Chapter 2: Planning for Literacy Workshop ● Literacy Workshop Plan Sheet

Chapter 3: Launching Literacy Workshop ● Essential Routines
● Reimagining Book Selection
● A Menu of Learner Actions

Chapter 4: Fostering Independence and 
Engagement During Literacy Workshop

● Setting Up Your Literacy Notebook
● Setting a Reading and Writing Goal 

PART II: Demonstration Lessons

Chapter 5: Launching Literacy Workshop: 
The demonstration lessons in this chapter go hand-in-hand with the 
ideas found in Chapter 3.

● Creating Video-Recorded Integrated 
Literacy Workshop Demonstration 
Lessons

● Getting to Know Your Literacy 
Learners—A Distance Learning 
Demonstration Lesson

● Demonstration Lesson: 
Response—Dear World (Primary 
Grades)

● Demonstration Lesson: Response— 
Read, Respond, and React 
(Intermediate Grades)
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PART I: TEACHING TOOLS

LAUNCHING LITERACY WORKSHOP (Chapters 3 & 5)

● Essential Routines to Set Up Right Away: Are you wondering how to prioritize 
routines to maximize the time you have with students? If so, then this chart is for you! 

● Reimagining Book Selection: Literacy learners need books in their hands. In this 
checklist, we’ve offered some suggestions for sharing books from your classroom library 
in safe ways.

● VIDEOCLIP! BOOK SELECTION CONFERENCE (REMOTE 
SETTING): To better match her readers with the books in her classroom 
library, watch Karen confer with an incoming 5th grader to learn more about her 
interests. 

● REPRODUCIBLE RESOURCE! Books I’ve Read (Intermediate 
Grades): Learners use this page to keep track of the books they’ve read.

● REPRODUCIBLE RESOURCE! My Reading-Writing Connections 
(Intermediate Grades): Writers use this chart to reflect on how reading fuels 
and informs their written pieces.

●  REPRODUCIBLE RESOURCE! Build Your Stack (Intermediate 
Grades): Learners use this list to jot down titles for future reading. 

DEMONSTRATION LESSONS (Chapters 5-9 and Online Resources)

● Creating Video-Recorded Integrated Literacy Workshop Demonstration 
Lessons: In The Literacy Workshop, we’ve included over 50 demonstration lessons, 
each focusing on an integrated big idea. Use this checklist as a guide to adapt or create 
your own video-recorded demonstration lessons. 

● Getting to Know Your Literacy Learners—A Distance Learning 
Demonstration Lesson: This distance learning demonstration lesson is designed to 
help you get to know your literacy learners.

Table of Contents

https://youtu.be/J6-NbmH90YI
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19Mr1PEc3B5_4_e1mgDa7O3HD_SyQg-YZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fvOqoBn07XLohFCZfCQG7hK7wbOD1wLN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13an3vYysLNb63tDlRaCxrq7MMGac7tuc/view?usp=sharing
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PART II: STUDENT-FRIENDLY RESOURCES

LEARNER ACTIONS (Chapter 3)
● REPRODUCIBLE RESOURCE! A Menu of Learner Actions: Whether in school 

or at home, learner actions are the literacy habits and behaviors we want to instill in our 
learners. By providing students with a menu of choices like the one found here, they are 
able to adjust their learner actions to meet their goals and match their interests. HELP! 
To read more about learner actions, see The Literacy Workshop pp. 59-70

● REPRODUCIBLE RESOURCE! Remote Learning Schedule Cards (Primary 
Grades): To support students and their families in organizing their learning day at home, 
we’ve created flexible scheduling cards. Take a look at these cards and adapt them to 
match your students’ learning plan.

● REPRODUCIBLE RESOURCE! Literacy Workshop Noticing Sheet (Primary 
Grades): Teach students how to use this noticing sheet to record their learning during 
literacy workshop time. Depending on the technology tools students have access to at 
home, they could scan or photograph their noticing sheet and send you an image or bring 
to a class meeting to share. 

GOAL SETTING (Chapter 4)
● REPRODUCIBLE RESOURCE! Setting a Reading and Writing Goal 

(Intermediate Grades): This checklist will give students ownership and guide them in 
creating personalized literacy workshop goals. Students will reflect on their successes and 
challenges as they formulate goals to drive their learning.

Table of Contents

PART I: TEACHING TOOLS (Continued)

DEMONSTRATION LESSONS (Chapter 5)
● FREE RESOURCE! Demonstration Lesson: Response—Dear World (Primary 

Grades) Share this demonstration lesson if you want to show learners a variety of 
response options. 

● FREE RESOURCE! Demonstration Lesson: Response— Read, Respond, and 
React (Intermediate Grades) This demonstration lesson will help you to guide 
learners in creating a menu of response options. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qDugjkrJJrw4s4QV96wQ76psHexaT1M8/view?usp=sharing
https://www.stenhouse.com/content/literacy-workshop
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15sYho8ZVHhWMqmSfsKPKv-3qMqhrQWij/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YWvhzR_uHJAstMSfzlLXi-JHy84_iLIO/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1cXcSXw3g1pCUVbXr72ehdWUPcdZUaVuasEhXlueCrhs/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Rt4kOOy94d800018-m5Cc3JVs6MEg_6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JbNs0K06HMdv2ScvkPNisoHH64tfCwwH/view?usp=sharing
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PART II: STUDENT-FRIENDLY RESOURCES (Continued)

PLAN SHEET (Chapter 2)

● Using the Literacy Workshop Plan Sheet as a Tool for Communication and 
Feedback (Intermediate Grades): When teaching in person, the literacy workshop 
plan sheet guides your planning, teaching, and conferring. It is easily adapted for remote 
learning interactions. This checklist will show you how to do that. 

● REPRODUCIBLE RESOURCE! Literacy Workshop Daily Plan Sheet 
(Intermediate Grades): Help your students to plan their reading and writing during 
literacy workshop time with this planning reproducible. Using their learning goals to 
guide their work, students plan what they will read, write, or even research 
independently each day. It provides both students and adults who support their learning 
a valuable place to begin conversation about their celebrations, needs, and next steps in 
their literacy learning.

LITERACY NOTEBOOK (Chapter 4)

● REPRODUCIBLE RESOURCE! Setting Up Your Literacy Notebook: This 
resource is a student-friendly checklist to guide your learners in setting up a literacy 
notebook. 
HELP! To find out more details about a literacy notebook, See The Literacy Workshop
pp. 69-70; 97-98 

● VIDEO CLIP! Setting Up Your Literacy Notebook: Students can watch Maria 
demonstrate how she sets up her literacy notebook.

PART III: Family Support 

● REPRODUCIBLE RESOURCE! Supporting Your Literacy Learners: Helpful 
tips for families about the conditions that promote home learning are included in this 
one-page resource.

● REPRODUCIBLE RESOURCE! Conversing With Your Readers and Writers 
At Home: Helpful questions and prompts to start discussions with readers and writers 
are included in this one-page resource.

Table of Contents

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bFlWZnpWR5hPhS5X0z4nREH2eWSFJQQr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pvbiAcbMvnWXVuE7T87t3wOGZRrMp7DJ/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/cA3cbOj7TcY
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1teBGOQJOCvmYmgT0ilKwM9p_LRGelH-4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17sbd66knRtUlD8lF3I0GywfLUiSMOL0U/view?usp=sharing
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Reading Workshop Literacy Workshop Writing Workshop

Read aloud a variety of texts that 
celebrate books and reading.

Read aloud a variety of texts that 
illuminate the big ideas for launching 
literacy workshop. 
HELP! See The Literacy Workshop 
Chapter 5

Read aloud a variety of texts the 
celebrate authors and writing.

Gather and distribute books to 
match readers’ interests 

Invite students to identify topics of 
interest to investigate during literacy 
workshop

Create opportunities for students to 
generate ideas for writing

Introduce Books I’ve Read list for 
students to record books that they 
have finished reading and Build Your 
Stack list for students to jot down 
books that they look forward to 
reading.

Model how you use My 
Reading-Writing Connections to 
consider how reading informs 
writing.

Share mentor texts as models for 
student writing and demonstrate 
how you record ideas from these 
texts in your literacy notebook.

Promote books and provide 
opportunities for readers to share 
book recommendations with each 
other 

Share demonstration lessons that 
illuminate big ideas and the show 
how reading and writing converge.
HELP! See The Literacy Workshop 
Chapter 5-9 and Online Resources

Confer with writers individually or in 
small groups and create 
opportunities for students to share 
written pieces with each other

Set reading goals with students to 
help guide their work 

Set literacy workshop goals with 
students to guide their work

Set writing goals with students to 
help guide their work

Share and celebrate reading 
successes and discuss learning that 
stemmed from overcoming 
challenges.

Share and celebrate successes, 
challenges, and discoveries that 
occurred while connecting reading 
and writing processes.

Share and celebrate writing successes 
and discuss learning that stemmed 
from overcoming challenges.

Introduce technology tools that will 
help learners locate reading 
resources, use reading in meaningful 
ways, create and share reading 
recommendations and responses.

Introduce technology tools that will 
help learners locate resources, use 
reading and writing in meaningful 
ways, create products, and share 
literacy learning.

Introduce technology tools that will 
help learners locate writing 
resources, use writing in meaningful 
ways, create and share written 
pieces.

Launching Literacy Workshop—Essential Routines to Set Up Right Away

While introducing the routines below, prioritize the following:
● Get to know learners and helping them get to know each other 
● Create a socially and emotionally healthy community
● Build a literacy-centered classroom culture 
● Put books in kids’ hands that match their interests and help them grow as readers and writers
● Set up literacy notebook to help learners record and reflect on their reading and writing in 

authentic ways
● Introduce technology tools they may need to use during in-person, blended, and/or remote 

learning 

©2020 by Maria Walther and Karen Biggs-Tucker from The Literacy Workshop: A Guide to Supporting Learners in Any Setting. May be photocopied for classroom use only. 

https://www.stenhouse.com/content/literacy-workshop
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19Mr1PEc3B5_4_e1mgDa7O3HD_SyQg-YZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13an3vYysLNb63tDlRaCxrq7MMGac7tuc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13an3vYysLNb63tDlRaCxrq7MMGac7tuc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fvOqoBn07XLohFCZfCQG7hK7wbOD1wLN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fvOqoBn07XLohFCZfCQG7hK7wbOD1wLN/view?usp=sharing
https://www.stenhouse.com/content/literacy-workshop
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Preparation ✔

Gather information about your readers’ interests. Conduct surveys, interviews, or ask students to 
create a list of some of their favorite books, authors, or genres.

Teacher Actions

Based on each reader’s interests, build a book bag with 2-3 (or more!) books that this student 
might enjoy reading. This book bag will give your learners a place to begin their reading journey 
with you. 

Return finished books to a holding place (Use the 72-36-24 hour holding guidelines based on 
CDC/ALA recommendations) before placing it on your classroom library shelves, ensuring the 
safety of all your readers. 

Demonstrate Habits and Behaviors

Remember that being a positive reading role model has a far-reaching impact on your students’ 
reading lives. To demonstrate this, talk about your own reading life.
● Compare notes about your reading experiences, books that you have read, and books that 

you are currently reading. 
● Share the factors you consider when choosing a book. Talk about whether your selection 

criteria has stayed the same over time or evolved.
● Discuss how the pandemic impacted your reading routines. 

○ Perhaps you’ve taken a break from reading because you have been worried at 
times. 

○ Maybe you’ve turned to humorous books to lift your spirits.

Converse to Grow Thinkers and Learners

Encourage readers to recommend titles to each other. Show them how to keep a list of books 
they've read and a list of books they want to read. These lists are helpful as they share with others 
and create a plan for their own reading lives. 

Support readers as they access and discuss either print or e-books. Provide time for them to 
converse about how they choose books and how those books are helping them grow as readers. 

What’s Next?

Continue to connect with readers to keep tabs of their ever-changing interests. When you know 
their interests, you can point them in the right direction as they can safely choose books to rotate 
into their book bags.

Reimagining Book Selection: Matching Books to Readers 

©2020 by Maria Walther and Karen Biggs-Tucker from The Literacy Workshop: A Guide to Supporting Learners in Any Setting. May be photocopied for classroom use only. 
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NAME______________________________ 

BOOKS I’VE READ

TITLE AUTHOR

Readers keep track of the books they’ve finished. Use this sheet to record the 
title and author of the books you’ve read. Happy Reading!

©2020 by Maria Walther and Karen Biggs-Tucker from The Literacy Workshop: A Guide to Supporting Learners in Any Setting. May be photocopied for classroom use only. 
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NAME______________________________ 

MY READING-WRITING

CONNECTIONS

TITLE OF PIECE READING 

CONNECTIONS 

While writing or after finishing a piece, reflect on this question, “Did something I read 
or learned from reading influence my work?” If so, jot the title of the text(s) or 
author’s name(s) in the row next to the title of your piece. 

©2020 by Maria Walther and Karen Biggs-Tucker from The Literacy Workshop: A Guide to Supporting Learners in Any Setting. May be photocopied for classroom use only. 
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NAME______________________________ 

BUILD YOUR STACK

TITLE AUTHOR

When you hear about a good book, add it to your build a stack list. When 
you need a book to read, pick a book from the list. Happy Reading!

©2020 by Maria Walther and Karen Biggs-Tucker from The Literacy Workshop: A Guide to Supporting Learners in Any Setting. May be photocopied for classroom use only. 
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Demonstration 

Lessons

Part 1: Teaching Tools
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Integrated Big Idea ✔

Select a big idea that blends reading, writing, social-emotional competencies along with 
any technology skills your students might need to learn. 

HELP! In The Literacy Workshop Appendix 1, you’ll find a list of common threads to 
get you started. You will have to consider how to weave technology into these ideas. 
Our advice—Keep it simple.

Focus Phrase(s)

State or display focus phrase(s)

Mentor Text

Think outside of the box when it comes to selecting mentor texts. You can center a 
demonstration lesson on a poem, image, photograph, video, and much more.

Share mentor text in a way that doesn’t break copyright laws. See School Library 
Journal COVID-19 Publisher Information Directory for more details.

Anchor Learning in Literature

Demonstrate Strategies and Habits

Record yourself reading or pondering an image, pause and think aloud or ask questions 
before, during, and after just as you would if students were in the room. 
If you want learners to focus on the text and illustrations, Set up your recording device 
so it is focused on the mentor text rather than on you. See DIY Set-Up Idea.

Record Thinking and Learning

Demonstrate options or ideas for students to record their own thinking and learning.

Independent Learning Time

Remind students of their choice of learner actions. 
HELP! See Figure 3.17 on page 62 of The Literacy Workshop for a menu of learner 
actions.

Share and Celebrate

Invite students to share and celebrate during live or distance learning experiences.

Creating Video-Recorded Integrated Literacy Workshop Demonstration Lessons

HELP! See The Literacy Workshop In the Foreground: Literacy Workshop Planning 
Template (pp. 37-38 and Appendix 2)

©2020 by Maria Walther and Karen Biggs-Tucker from The Literacy Workshop: A Guide to Supporting Learners in Any Setting. May be photocopied for classroom use only. 
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Preparation ✔

Divide the class into small groups of four to six students.

Provide each group with an assigned time to meet via video conferencing 
site.

Invite each child to bring a book, photograph, object, or memory that will 
help you and their classmates get to know more about them.

Prepare a Class Observation Grid (HELP! See Appendix 7)

Converse to Grow Thinkers and Learners

Demonstrate by sharing your own artifact and explaining why it is 
important to you.

Provide time for each child to share and encourage others to ask questions. 
If needed, share your screen to project the anchor chart “Questions to 
Ask Your Friends About Their Artifact.”

Teacher Actions

While listening, jot notes on the Class Observation Grid. Consider 
students’ oral language abilities, interests, ability to interact with others, 
and any other observations.

What’s Next?

Demonstrate how to record their thinking and learning by talking, drawing, 
or writing about their artifact. 

Collect the students’ responses in a shared space so that the whole class 
can access them.

Remote Learning Demonstration Lesson: 

Getting to Know Your Literacy Learners 

HELP! See Related Demonstration Lessons in The Literacy Workshop p. 106 (Primary) 
and p. 108 (Intermediate)
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Literacy Workshop Demonstration Lessons
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Read On My Own

❏ Read for fun

❏ Reread to notice 
things I missed

❏ Read to learn 
something 

❏ Read a genre I’ve 
never read before

❏ Read to learn more 
about being a writer

Write On My Own

Write a . . .

❏ Story
❏ Nonfiction piece
❏ Graphic format text
❏ Poem
❏ Infographic
❏ List
❏ Book Review
❏ Journal Entry
❏ _____________

Research On My Own

❏ Ask a question
❏ Search for answers in 

different places like:
❏ Texts
❏ Online 

resources
❏ Expert
❏ Friends or 

family 
members

❏ Observations
❏ Create to share what 

I’ve learned (See ideas 
in Create a Product 
section below)

Read with Someone

❏ Listen to someone 
read

❏ Read with a family 
member

❏ Read the same book 
as one of my friends

❏ Listen to an 
audiobook

Write with Someone

I use the ideas above while I 
write with someone. I 
remember to:
❏ Listen
❏ Ask questions
❏ Focus on our shared 

goal
❏ Consider the ideas 

and feelings of others

Research with Someone

I follow the steps above 
while I research with 
someone. I remember to:
❏ Listen
❏ Ask questions
❏ Focus on our shared 

goal
❏ Consider the ideas 

and feelings of others

Write About My Learning

Write in my literacy 
notebook about something 
I’ve read, heard, discovered, 
or learned. I can write in the 
way that makes the most 
sense to me.

Create a Product

Create an image, text, or 
other evidence of learning 
about something I’ve read, 
heard, discovered, or 
learned. I can create 
anything that will help 
communicate my ideas.

Talk with Others

Talk with my friends about 
something I’ve read, heard, 
discovered, or learned. If 
invited, I’ll offer feedback on 
a friend’s writing or work. 

A Menu of Literacy Workshop Learner Actions
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Check In and Make Your Schedule

Literacy Workshop

Today I will read _______________________________

Today I will write  ______________________________

Today I will research ____________________________

*Record your learning on Literacy Workshop Noticing Sheet

Read Aloud
Listen to someone read aloud

Brain Break

Online Class Meeting at ______

Math Workshop

Lunch

Art, Music, or P. E.

____ Minutes of Fresh Air

Snack 

Remote Learning Schedule Cards
Directions: Print and cut apart or write each learning activity on a separate piece of paper. Each day, work 
with your child to arrange the learning activities in the way that works best for your family. 
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Literacy Workshop Noticing Sheet
Click on Image Below to Access Full PDF of this Literacy Workshop Noticing Sheet 
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Goal Setting

Part 2: Student-Friendly Resources
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Creating a Reading Goal Creating a Writing Goal

● What are my successes as a reader?

● What are my challenges as a reader?

● Three things that I could work on to 
improve my reading:

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________
Now I’m going to choose one goal to focus on 
during my workshop time…

● What are my successes as a writer?

● What are my challenges as a writer?

● Three things that I could work on to 
improve my writing:

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________
Now I’m going to choose one goal to focus on 
during my workshop time…

My Reading Goal: My Writing Goal:

Who might help me with my reading goal? 
(ex: teacher, caregivers, friends)

How might they help me?

Who might help me with my writing goal? 
(ex: teacher, caregivers, friends)

How might they help me?

How will I know that I have reached my goal 
and I’m ready to create a new goal?

How will I know that I have reached my goal 
and I’m ready to create a new goal?

Setting a Reading and Writing Goal  
You have goals—things you want to accomplish outside of school, in sports, in clubs, with friends, and 
at home. You can also have goals at school to help you focus on becoming an even better learner. Use 
the questions and prompts below to help you narrow your focus down to one reading and writing 
goal. Your goals may be something that you will accomplish in a few days, weeks, or even a few 
months. There is no “right or wrong” goal—because your goal fits you! 
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Plan Sheet

Part 2: Student-Friendly Resources
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Preparation ✔

Provide students with a Literacy Workshop Plan Sheet via your online platform or 
show them how to create their own in a notebook or on a piece of paper.
HELP! See The Literacy Workshop Appendix 4, 12, or see Literacy Workshop Daily 
Plan Sheet.

Do a live demonstration or create a video of a demonstration lesson showing how to 
complete the sheet. 

Demonstrate Habits and Strategies

Today, I’m going to create a plan for my literacy workshop learning time. I’m going to 
use this planning sheet to record my goals and my plan for the day. 
● I’ll start by recording my literacy goals. 
● Then, I’ll think about what I’m going to read, write, and/or research to help me 

work toward reaching my reading and writing goals. 
● I’ll jot down what I’m reading and writing so that after learning time is over I 

can reflect on what I did today to help guide me into my work tomorrow. 

Converse to Grow Thinkers and Learners

Use the following questions to guide your conversation about the importance of 
planning:
● What does it mean to plan?
● How does planning my learning time help me grow as a reader and a writer?
● Why is planning important when setting and working toward reach my goals?

Teacher Actions

Confer with students individually or in small groups or ask students to turn in their 
plan sheet and use your digital platform to ask questions, provide guidance, or give 
feedback.

What’s Next?

Planning and revising those plans is not only helpful in learning, but also part of life. Ask 
the following questions to spark a discussion about the importance of planning: What 
are other goals they want to accomplish that require planning? How do they plan and 
work towards those goals in small steps? How do they evaluate success as they work 
toward their goals?

The Literacy Workshop Plan Sheet: 

A Tool for Communication and Feedback (Intermediate Grades)
HELP! For more information about Plan Sheets see The Literacy Workshop pp. 42-44 and 156-158.
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NAME______________________________ DATE_________

LITERACY WORKSHOP DAILY PLAN

My reading goal: My writing goal: 

Today I’m reading:

The page that I’m on today is:

Today I’m writing:

What’s happening in my reading: What’s happening in my writing:

©2020 by Maria Walther and Karen Biggs-Tucker from The Literacy Workshop: A Guide to Supporting Learners in Any Setting. May be photocopied for classroom use only. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bFlWZnpWR5hPhS5X0z4nREH2eWSFJQQr/view?usp=sharing


Table of C
ontents

Launching        

Literacy W
orkshop

D
em

onstration 

Lessons
Learner A

ctions
G

oal S
etting

Plan S
heet

Literacy 

N
otebook

Fam
ily S

upport

The Literacy W
orkshop: A

 G
uide to S

upporting Learners in A
ny S

etting                  
                    M

aria W
alther &

 K
aren B

iggs-Tucker

Literacy 

N
otebook

The Literacy W
orkshop: A

 G
uide to S

upporting Learners in A
ny S

etting                  
                    M

aria W
alther &

 K
aren B

iggs-Tucker

Literacy Notebook

Part 2: Student-Friendly Resources
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Why You’re Doing It ✔

● Keep track of your learning during literacy workshop
● Notice how you grow as a reader, writer, thinker, and literacy 

learner
● Set and monitor your progress towards meeting your goals 
● Gather your writing and your thinking about reading
● Collect ideas or quotations to ponder
● Organize resources that will help you as a reader, writer, and 

researcher
● Ask questions about school, life, or current events
● Try out ideas for writing

What You’ll Need

● A composition notebook, spiral notebook, or pieces of paper 
stapled together

● Items to glue or tape onto the cover like images of your 
favorite books, places, things you like to write about, and so 
on.

● Glue or tape
● Two sticky notes

What to Do

● Design the cover to showcase your reading and writing life.
● Here’s the tricky part! 

○ When you’re writing in your notebook, you’ll start in the 
front and write on the front of every page.

○ When you’re collecting resources to glue into your 
notebooks, you’ll start at the back and glue them on the 
back of each page. 

Setting Up Your Literacy Notebook
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Part 3: Family Support



Table of C
ontents

Launching        

Literacy W
orkshop

D
em

onstration 

Lessons
Learner A

ctions
G

oal S
etting

Plan S
heet

Literacy 

N
otebook

Fam
ily S

upport

The Literacy W
orkshop: A

 G
uide to S

upporting Learners in A
ny S

etting                  
                    M

aria W
alther &

 K
aren B

iggs-Tucker

Literacy 

Learners 

Need . . .

Simple Ways to Meet These Needs

Space Find a small space that your learner can call their own. This is especially 
important if your child will be attending class meetings via video 
conference.

 
HELPFUL HINT! If space is tight, put together a bag or basket of the 
supplies that your child can grab and go.

Time Help your child create a schedule for their learning time. Include time 
for brain breaks, exercise, and play.

 
HELPFUL HINT! The more input your child has into their schedule, 
the more likely they will be to follow it.

Tools Make a simple checklist of tools that your learner will need to meet 
their literacy workshop goals. Something like this:
● Device charged
● Reading materials ready
● Writing/drawing tools organized
● Paper or notebook handy

Curiosity Encourage your child to inquire and find answers by experimenting and 
using many different resources (not simply Google or Siri!)

Celebrations Celebrate the small accomplishments your child makes during their 
learning day.
 
HELPFUL HINT! To help your child become more independent, 
notice and comment on the way they persist, solve problems, and think 
flexibly with comments like these:
● You kept reading until you finished the book! That’s what 

readers do.
● I noticed that you did a lot of erasing and changing while you 

wrote today. You must feel proud of all of your hard work!
● Wow! You stayed calm when your device wasn’t working and 

were able to think of another way to solve the problem. That 
was so smart!

A Checklist for Families: Supporting Your Literacy Learners 
Dear Families,
Thank you for partnering with me to support your students as readers and writers. 
Here are a few simple ways you can support your learners at home.
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Talking With Readers Talking With Writers

Before Reading
● Why did you pick this book?
● How did you hear about it?
● Have you read any books like 

this one before?
● How might that help you as 

your read this one?

Before Writing
● What’s your goal for this piece 

of writing?
● How do you want your readers 

to react?
● What do you want your 

readers to understand or be 
able to do after finishing it?

While Reading
● Catch me up! What’s happening 

in your book right now?
● Have there been any surprises?
● What have you learned that you 

didn’t know before?
● How do you think it will end?

While Writing
● Read your piece (or part of it) 

aloud to me.
● Does it sound the way you 

expected?
● How could you make it even 

better?

After Reading
● Would you recommend this 

book to a friend? Why or why 
not?

● Would you like to read another 
book by this author or in the 
same genre?

● What are you planning to read 
next?

After Writing
● What was the easiest part to 

write?
● What part was the most 

challenging?
● What are you planning to write 

next?

Conversing With Your Readers and Writers at Home
Dear Families,
One of the best ways to support your learners at home is to check in with them 
about their reading and writing. Here are a few simple questions to get the 
conversation started! 
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